
                                                                                                                                  

 

Spartans & Families, 

I wanted to reach out to thank all of you for your hard work and engagement for our first few days of 

distance learning. I know there have been challenges and many, many questions. I will provide answers 

to a few questions and continue working to find answers for those that I don’t. 

• Seniors – There is no group at Doherty High School that I am more connected to than the Class of 

2020. We’ve faced countless challenges together and we’ve always been flexible and adaptable in 

every situation. I expect that to continue as we work toward your graduation. 

 I communicated with the superintendent earlier this week to ensure that he understood that perhaps the 

greatest stressor at the high school level was graduation. Not having answers is frustrating and causes 

anxiety. It is not my intent for any of you to be having that experience. Dr. Thomas responded to my concern 

and has set a Friday morning meeting with high school principals to discuss our plans for graduation, 

distribution of announcements, caps and gowns, and other senior activities and events. 

Earlier this week, I met with representatives of the Doherty High School senior cabinet and they shared 

with me some of their thoughts about graduation and senior activities. I would ask that you would trust 

me to be a vocal advocate for ensuring your opportunity to be recognized and celebrate 

your accomplishments. I ask that you be patient. Our priority as a district in the first week of April has 

been to establish our distance learning model.  We’ve had to make sure our students had access to learning 

for the remainder of the year and to make sure our teachers have had the time and training to implement 

this new model. 

I hear you. It is now time to begin looking at graduation and other senior activities and we are scheduled 

to do so. I also want to caution each of you to remember that many of the decisions that have to be made 

will be made at the national, state, and local levels. As a high school principal, it is my job to implement 

those decisions even when they are unpopular. What I can promise you is that I will be your advocate. 

• Routines – The majority of the research in human development indicates that a common daily 

routine promotes high performance and life achievement for all human beings. It is important that 

each of you establish routines at a time when all of those routines have been disrupted. I 

encourage each of you to get up at a set time to exercise, eat properly, engage in learning and 

work, and spend time with family. It’s also important to socialize and find time for passions. It 

doesn’t matter if it’s music, art, competition, gaming or whatever you’re in to. Participate in your 

passions. At the end of day, set a time to shut down your technology and get a good night’s sleep. 

All of these routines will help you mentally, physically and emotionally cope with all of the 

responsibilities of your daily life.  

• School Engagement – I know all of you have been contacted by members of the Doherty staff; 

teachers, counselors, and deans. Please engage in school on a daily basis. Check your district 

Outlook email at www.office.com (we do not communicate through Google). Remember, you’re in 

high school, engagement in your learning is your responsibility. Take that responsibility 

personally.  



• Activities – I will be meeting with representatives of student government tomorrow morning. The 

purpose of this meeting will be how we can maintain activities that have been a huge part of 

Doherty’s tradition. I’ve wondered with members of the Admin team, why can’t we have Mr. and 

Ms. D in a distant environment? Who says because we don’t have an auditorium that we can’t 

have an event like that online? Who says we can’t have a concert or an art show or even an 

assembly because we can’t access our gym? I challenge each of you to think creatively and to come 

up with innovative ideas to preserve those important elements of our school. My hope at the 

conclusion of tomorrow’s meeting is that we can design a process for hearing your voices and ideas 

and how it is we can make those ideas a reality.  

• Be the Light – our superintendent Dr. Thomas, along with districts and schools around the state, 

are participating in Be the Light activities. I would ask each of you to make this idea a reality in 

your daily routines. It’s as easy as sending a text, Snapchat, Instagram, email, or a good old-

fashioned phone call to someone who needs it. It could be a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, 

cousin, teammate, classmate, teacher, custodian, secretary, neighbor, co-worker, or even a goofy 

principal just to let them know that you’re thinking about them and that you care. If each of us 

takes this step and adds it to our daily routine, it might add something amazing to someone’s day 

who might not have otherwise received it. This is how ‘We before Me’ should live at Doherty for the 

remainder of the school year and beyond. 

Stay together and remain Spartan Strong, Doherty! Be the Light. 

Peace and tranquility, 

Kevin Gardner, M.A. 

Principal 

Doherty High School 

 

 

 

 

 


